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Abstract

This paper presents a tentative study of the distribution of the speech verb “va (%)’ and “kong (G#)” in
Hakka language. This paper collects and counts the examples of the speech verb “kong (3%)” appearing in
the Conversations chinoises prises sur le vif avec notes grammaticales' Langage Hac-Ka. Vol.1-2, which
is a Hakka conversation text compiled and published by French missionary Charles Rey in 1937, and
compares it with the other speech verb, “va (3E)". This paper points out that (1) “kong (3%) ” has a wider
range of usage as a verb than “va (i) 7, but (2) its quotative usage is less frequent than that of the verb
“va (%) 7. This fact suggests why “kong (3#)” is used as a main speech verb in modern Hakka language and

“va (55)” has developed into a complementizer.
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STAGE I : Quotative construction (Initial stage)
Syntactic configuration: NP subject (PP addressee) V quotative: [QUOTATION]

STAGE II : Semi-complementizer in Vs position of a serial verb construction with quotative
function (Bridging context)

Syntactic configuration:

NP subject Vi (X) Vs [Semi-complementizer/Quotative]: [QUOTATION]

V1= speech act

X = {DO, discourse particle, aspect marker, PP, pause, adverb}

STAGE III: Complementizer Stage with cognition verbs (Switch context)
Syntactic configuration: NP suject ... VI-COMPLEMENTIZER[CLAUSE]

V1 = speech act; cognition and perception

STAGE IV and onwards: Broadening in scope of verbs taking the complementizer

V1 = speech act; cognition and perception, emotion and stative verbs

STAGE V: Onset of conventionalization of the complementizer usage
V1 = speech act; cognition and perception, emotion and stative verbs, modal verbs

(Chappell 2008:59-62)
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