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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine issues related to service leaming, an educational method that
has gained much attention in recent years, for implementation in the curriculum. Based on experiences gained
from an experimental participation of social work students in the project, I critically examined the results from
the viewpoints of leaming outcome, reflection and participation. The results were as follows: 1) With regard to
the acquisition of generic skills and the deepening of knowledge in the discipline, which were expected to
increase as a learning outcome, results were diverse and unfocused as a result of the prolonged period of the
project (2 years) and diversity of the goals over multiple programs; 2) Adapting participatory action research,
student reflection involved ‘doing’ in addition to ‘discussing’ and ‘writing.” ‘Reading’ is effective especially for
deepening knowledge in the discipline and area which showed little improvement; and 3) Rates of student
participation were different among groups depending on program content, period, times, etc. Quality and

quantity of participation vary according to student motivation and support for the program.



