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Analyzing Practical Exams of a Traditional Performing Arts School from the
Viewpoint of Teaching and Learning Processes: One Aspect of Educational
Modernization of Performing Arts

H K B
Takuya SHIMIZU

Abstract

This paper analyzes three functions of practical exams in a traditional performing arts school from the
viewpoint of teaching and learning processes to illuminate certain characteristics of educational modernization
of performing arts observable in daily educational scenes. This is a topic insufficiently explored by the previous
studies related to educational anthropology of performing arts because they have focused more on historical
change or organizational structure and have analyzed little on characteristics of such a routine educational
practice as practical exams. In this paper, a Chinese traditional theater called Qin opera, a regional traditional
theater quite popular in northwestern China, will be picked up as the main example to show how basic
characteristics of practical exams conducted in a Qin opera theater school manifest an unignorably significant
aspect of educational modernization from feudal apprenticeship to modern school. This paper’s ultimate aim is to
contribute to the literature related to studies on educational anthropology of performing arts by shedding light
on the important roles played by practical exams for training performers: a research topic that could also benefit

studies on performing arts education in general which have mostly focused on apprenticeship.
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