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Relation Between Pronunciation Teaching and Phonetic Symbols:

Some Issues of Using Dictionaries
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate how pronunciation teaching in schools is conducted using dictionaries,
especially focusing on phonetic symbols. According to the Course of Study by MEXT, it is necessary to teach how to
use a dictionary and make students utilize it. We classified dictionaries into five types, i.e., 1) introductory
English-Japanese, 2) elementary E-J, 3) intermediate E-J, 4) advanced E-J and 5) English learner’s dictionary (E-E). As
aresult, there are many differences in the phonetic descriptions among these dictionaries, such as stress marks,
technical terms, vowels, and kana descriptions.

Lexicographers should take it into consideration that phoneticians who are in charge of the dictionary must
understand the users of the dictionary and decide most suitable phonetic descriptions because Japanese learmers of
English are confused by the different descriptions. Also, teachers should pay attention to the pronunciation teaching for

students to acquire better communication skills.



