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Abstract

Pronunciation teaching is one of the most important factors to teach communicative English. However,
students do not get enough knowledge about pronunciation in English classes because of the lack of teachers’
knowledge and confidence, or time limitation. In Japan, the Course of Study decides what to teach in the class,
and textbooks follow it. It picks up standard pronunciation, stress, rhythm, intonation, and pause. When teachers
prepare for the classes, they check teacher’s manuals of textbooks. This paper focuses on the pronunciation
instructions and explanations in teacher’s manuals that textbook publishers make for teachers. The manuals
usually consist of 5 or 6 books including a teacher’s book, manuals for teaching, team-teaching plans, and
worksheets, etc. In this study, teacher’s books and manuals are examined and the following results are found. All
books treat the five items that the Course of Study requires. However, each publisher uses its own symbols to
show phonetic features. Comments are mainly for teachers and sometimes too difficult without knowledge of
phonetics. Some have incorrect or inappropriate descriptions, which may confuse teachers and students. The

manuals should have more information on how to teach students English pronunciation.



