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Skin Conductance Responses (SCR) to Rorschach Inkblots

i = ol ik O E
Shigeaki YOKOGAWA Makoto NAKAYAMA Yukihiro TAKAGISHI

Abstract

In this study, we examined skin conductance responses (SCR) to Rorschach inkblots.
Since its introduction, many interpretative hypotheses have been generated from the use of
the Rorschach technique in clinical practices. This study was designed as an evidence-based
study to test these hypotheses. Fourteen normal university students (18-24 years old) were
used as subjects. The Rorschach inkblots were presented randomly (except for Card I, which
was presented first) to cancel the order effect. The circuit used for the SCR measurement
conforms to the recommendations of the American Society for Psychophysiological
Research (SPR). The results of this study revealed that there were no significant differences
in SCR amplitudes between the inkblots. In the test situation, an examinee’s response to the
form, movement, color, shading (known as “determinants”), and reaction to the colors of the
inkblot are considered to indicate a tendency to be aware of, and express emotion. We conclude
that neither color nor form (shape) of the inkblots has an effect on the physiological responses
in normal subjects, and that the lack of a significant physiological response can be evidence

of the examinee’s normality.
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