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Abstract

This research has examined how English pronunciation is expressed in learning guide books corresponding to
junior high school authorized textbooks. In the first-year textbooks phonetic alphabets are not shown in the word list
of each lesson, while the second-year books start to use the phonetic symbols. In the guidebooks all of 6 books use
katakana transcription instead of phonetic symbols. Each book has different rules to describe English
pronunciation with katakana.

For students katakana is easy to understand and they may read katakana transcription without learning rules.
Katakana, however, cannot describe the precise pronunciation and may allow students to learn wrong
pronunciation. Another problem is the English-Japanese dictionaries for junior high school students adopts
different transcription may confuse students. Even if students learn how katakana shows English sounds, they
have no chance to use katakana transcription in the textbook. As the textbooks use phonetic alphabets, students

should learn phonetic alphabets instead of katakana, which will lead them autonomous learners.



