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The Image of domestic help during the 1950s as seen in Shigeko
Yuki's novel Jyochukko
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Abstract

This paper examines the image of domestic help in an urban middle class household as
seen in Jochukko (1954), a short novel by Shigeko Yuki, the first postwar winner of the
Akutagawa Prize. The novel’s protagonist Hatsu is a young woman with meager
opportunities who came to Tokyo from an isolated village in Yamagata. The story unfolds
along the axis of the relationship between Hatsu, employed as domestic help in a household
of hardheaded people with little interest in others, and Katsumi, the nine-year-old second
son shunned by the family.

Conspicuous in this work is the attitude of the employers, who demand a master-servant
relation-ship with domestic help under their command. This is apparent not just among the
adults but among the children as well. The mid-1950s in Japan was a time in which
improving the working conditions of domestic help attracted the attention of society amid a
shortage of domestic help. The ardent desireof domestic help was for their occupation to be
recognized as a profession. Seen from a different angl one could say that under the
generally accepted view of their status at the time, domestic help were treated as being a

step lower in social standing.
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