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A consideration of the differences between languages in terms

of the ways of describing events or situations

(ELI Al *
Hajime ITOH

Abstract

Recently, researchers have been claiming that in the Japanese language, subjective
description is preferred, whereas in the English language, objective description is preferred.
This paper considers that the difference between the two languages can be attributed to the
level of description or the difference stems from the difference in the level of construal. By
evaluating this consideration, I point out that the possibility that at least the differences of
descriptions using “noun modifiers” and “relative tenses” between English and Japanese do
not stem from the differences concerning the level of the perception but rather are just the

result of the difference in the syntactic and semantic systems of these two languages.
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FILHETHEEICL > TZDOMEHIIHABEVHRELNZDRE I ETLR L, FIAIE
UTFo (1) (2) 0L BAFEOXEZHE LIIZTTD,

(1) a. By the time food came, I got drunk.
b. A~ TL BH1IC, B S5 ->TLE - 70

(2) a. My neighbor made a lot of noise all night, so I couldn’t sleep at all.
b. Bic—BarhERsn T, —ELTX - 7

(1) T, WEEHOBRENFETIIBEE (came)) THZDicxtL, BAETIRIEAEE
U&T<5D‘T%ot@,(ﬂ'ﬁ% [ U EREi0FEDL, FHETREFETHRMI LTV
(I'made a lot of noise]) DXL, HAETRZHFETEHshTwIcY (Erns)) Lk
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BHENREONS, £ (1) (2) DVWFhOXITBWTH, THIORTHEDITLAD TN,
PEETE (1) EV2EXTHZSN 2010 LT, BAEBETHRENTLWEVWELIFEVLREDS
ha,

THLEVE, ThETOHARBALSHLE SN TE Y, &F, FIEHEED TV
DOH, TFEREENSHENEBCH S WARIBAFA, HAZRZEENZHEIEICHE SV
BAFG, LVoisiitds (119811, £182004% &), o, ThEhoSEc

B LZFEORHEHOEVOBERICE, BSEORH> (LiFEhs - KRESNS) HEEED
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DRI A RE L TV 2 WA ICIEBILE RV 5, LHAE 52 52 EhTx 5 (hE12001°
2,

EREIC, (2b) IKBVTH, EEBEIOFE, 35T REEHE OAETRZHETEISh
2013, HEETIE, APV Lo HEE, FMIENEA -7 05 HEER, HED
ZHETH B Fhy OH» SEENTRBIMICHEA 2w A1, MFELBIEOFEE LTl «5%
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HEAW 1) CERRIERBAMPIENE LOKMTH 3, &ﬁ%%%&ég&#f%éo

HBrWiE, HEABCBOTCERBSEHINT VWO b, FENHEDOTICAVRAAT FY OB
HPOHEEREATVS (E-THLDLRRRAKW) hoThh, —F, FEOKBRETH B
Ghy » o, = OHEEAFEIZHD TV IRV TR, (B DLRIRATVLEDT),
EREFIHIE SN T &It B,

TOXHIT, HAAEEIGEDSRE - LBERRICE S BEHAETD, SV BSEL S AAED
BE& IS SCEMIS AR — IR A £ O £ 2MEMNEFEREZ K B oh, F i HAERT S
T, THLAHAFEICBVWTFEN S FHINHELRECESLWRBZH I dasgs2L0
VENE « EEMEATER S NMED TV S (bl « SFE2010"), F8 b BAEHE b2 b0 & L
T, HAREFEHTZICOEICEAES LVWEBFEEEICE SO HEOME 2SI s d
EZHEBERLTVEY, ARTIE, 5 LkEmicBuTiions [HEEREDH Y HOMHE |
LVIHIBDICOVT, ZAMAYI [ OL VBV TELTVEHDHEDON, H5 W0
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52 ET, FEmoBFM, wEEEAEE - TAIZW,

I &8/ TENEEEEORTEILANINICZDONT

CCET, AFGEICBY ZHEORME HFOBEVICHT 5, HELEDS ) HFOBED LSS BN
o DFRL uoh"CE’C%f:o TNENOEFEITE, WEN2FEEEOH D ANdD, THI
HOWTHELEA 3MHMND 2701, FUHEETH-> THEEICK->THEH (HWBE X
PEB) BRI -TL B, VI TETHE, UFIRSFR (201007 £51HLTH <,

CHREEE) &3, ADEECHT-> T [FHE] 2K EEOREEEE NPT
TITH L EBA SN BHMNIEEAZIET, SEOMAICE >~ THOH T BELBZ DT
%Dy munﬁ/iﬁ@@m i)j(%<la9§b0fl4\5o

(5FE2010:29 FHREEE)

UL, CTIRRBABIREEANS S, 203, FiLo#H (30 3, #<xT, H
FECE, EBINTHEBEECE SV TWE XS IKRZ ZERHENE L, [k, EETH, Bl
FIS BB ICHE S VW TV A LS ICRABZERBEMNEZ L, &0 SEHR Y S IR ICHRELE O
b HEWRLILO DO THEENSTETH B, THbEL, HOABREELSE, TGERGELS D,
EFNEFNTEN, 2 VREBTHEELELZ L TVWALI2CRA20R, L EFTIEMNKLL
NNVEBVWTOFETHD, BHOLNVTOERBIEEOS D HIc>VwTiR, L ETEEHAZR,
LEXDES RSN EZ KT RDOTH B,

bbAA, SBREHICE#ROS VT (ZHEDIEAT) MHNEIEESET DT TR,
BIZELIFTO L 2T, BREIHICBEFUEETH-TH, TOHELFE LIEZ 20 GEN
WA B PICL - T, TOMEITPEDLLIORESETHHRVWIETHD, INIFE S IEHD
LRVO A 7, 20 [fiEh], $HbEEERIAD L AVIZENTV S LDIELETH
%,

(3) a. BHICREFTHOVTRTHS - 72,
b. BEEICRETO VTR SN,
(4) a. T4 VYBRMVICELRFESBE-> TV B,
b. 74 YA P WMIZE IRESLIE- TV,

L LEHs, (1) (2) THBRTELIIBEERHOEVD, Filo L ~vicki) 2 EEN
HBVEEBEHENELE VWO EVGERT 30 TH B3I >V TIREE W%I?%?ﬂ@

2EEbNEDTHE, THbL, FEREEFEE CTH 2 7EEED (1a) 2FT HMpid, HEXL
1B YR TRBLBIORIICADAATE LY, —F4, HAER mﬁﬁm(nﬂéﬁﬁé
BRTlE, ZOMREICADRAATHGELTWS, E5250KE%690, EWHTETHD, [T
vA ] WS EEEALE TFEEREENE ] SRS s, Hodr v 2] dvwIHE
P s TEEHEERE ] &5 R OB IcEEN S RRBEZRSED 5N b DA 50,
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EVIHFEVAEELTHLL,

(2) oW\ Th, WEREGETHICLS (22) OFFED, L0 REWNHP S ZoDHE (K
ABEOTVR) EVWHEHEE FAMBENEL -7 EVWHEHRE) Zko T, —F, HEKE
REESHEICE S (2b) OFFEE, RiEHFOREPYOREEICHRESN, K FEEHMIcZzOH
EEZWDTOEDTH B EVZ Bh, ITIEHONMIS 3,

EVWIDb, THLKEVE, BItZnENDOEETHEOIEA DR T ERER DG 0E W
WKEBHDICTERLVEVSAFEME S EETCE R VWEEDNEINSTH S, flAlE (22) TSA
i, TELCRTRRIC, HEEEOREFEE WO KBTS, ANV TWE) &S HEEZ K
KA TLREE S, W@ENTEREL) VI FEHNBIRALTEZ L TCOREAETH->TH, 0T
nELETENTES LV ABEH I YITEZ SN 5,

HAGE
KEI EREE FHEEEE
ko v~ (EABEENT WD B L) (9 B &L Tk
! !
FHO L~ MBRnTWna | (RIS [ERsn5 | (ZEEE)
Eo o
KHEI HREE Tl HEEE
ko L~ EADBERNTVBIS-) (DB &L TRESAS )
! l
EHO L~V made a lot of noise (REEHRE)

bHbAA, INOORFMIEERIZ, &0 (3) (4) ook S BE—-SBENTERDOEAAME
FTRE T, HAEEDEREBALBED I EIT2VWTOHDTIREV, 2% 0, RICHA
BT, [T EF] BB TL AR &V Zo0XRBNARETH » T, BEN
EINTLLEDOTHNE, TOEBIE, TOREICADAARBAHICESVWILEDEFTA S0
bl (BCHEZEARGE THONE, FEEZKBENICEATVWELEEA20ELOKL V),
L, Tb%d MHTEAEL SV EAPARECIHFINBLOTHEIUE, [HTL S5
EVHKREDBLEINTOVLELEVSFEELLS, FMoLNvT, YZOFED EREKELHICADIAA
EEBRASHEERESEESN TR ERMIETERWVWESLS, EEXTAHLVOTHS ((22)
oW THFERETH 0, ] was made a lot of noise by my neighbor| & W2 £EHIZIE,

M FEEEODHYSDRKRE SN S EFFHNEEORERD - BERRIGTH
HENOCEESINEHDTH B FTHEMH
FREORIMS R &, ARETE, EBIH c REFELECE SV TV X5 ItlA 255

EHOTITIE, YFOSEOHMEIC L > THRARIICZES WHTERICHE - TV 3, Wbl [RIEY
MEHDbH2DTREOMAEL, LV THICHZ TV > THEREMHED THIZ W,
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Greenberg (1963) %) (3, SHEOMHAITS thT, FICHENLEEIC>VLT, VSO D S5E

WFHEICHEFHAN TS 5| olcxf LT [SOV OB EEEFNTH 5], VSO Fi&ld, SVO OFE
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1. BaAVFIRMEIVFI R EEFIERE
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Bi%ﬁ,Qamgﬁmmiﬂm@mbﬁﬁﬁwelbtﬁ@é%bgé@ﬁ@ﬁmm:/T
JZAPDFETHY, HEEIE, FICSEMNCHHBEICHERELZRERT 2 EHAEW KT v T 7 2+ D
SETh B, &mﬁ%&dﬁ’” B 1 SEBGUCHIN A G5 A B AREMD D B8, £D—D &
LT, FiD&k S BHKEOLHEMOXIRMKEEDS S 2 AAEOS T v 77 2 MEEBhEX

BTH UL bONH S @RL2007Y 728,

HAGETR, DFIORT L5 1, B (0miE) SBMishs G (B8 vy 7kTid
T) OFENHBUREIIRT 2 R AR, BRI HinckE T <,

(5) a. [ERARICHNZ» 2] REKMAELTOET, A 19937 : 102)
LSO [ LIfTIREV] av—Y e bhZ < TR B, (ibid.:105)
C[EROBINES T SN] BIRETHELL -1, HE2012' : 48)
CfEEEEC] A

CBkVwa—E—2KATWS] BELIVT (EH1996™)

ZXF [BXTLE -] BWICHEEST (1bid.:225)

g. (B IrBE-SHNEV] BESEAICT S IEDHB TV R/NBED (ibid.:225)

- o o 0 o

—7, JGETIE, oL B (Kot OmE) & BB ORALRAS, 35 RFIHER <5
ARFFS 2 ZR BRI L2V, H 50, D &bz oBfRENIRINITIRd CRERED
WEDD B

(6) a. The commercial [because of which one can go to the bathroom] (sic) (/5% 2012:47)
b. The sky [under which I was suddenly told by her that we were breaking up] looked
sad.
c. * The smell [which Mother grills a fish]
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d. * I patted on his shoulder [which he was drinking a cup of coffee]
e. * He poured hot water into the rice bowl [he ate up]

f. * Koseki who was digging her head [which she couldn’t sleep] into the bedding

HAGE I B W THMEERTE & BB O BRI HERITIKE L TO BB RE WV E WL S FHFE,
(7)) © [RKEZE-FFE] EVWHREIER, (8) DLWFNOEHKTHH VT, EOIRTH % H
SR ST SN2 (Matsumoto 1996'7) &5 2 Em b b4 5.

(1) [(KEEH-7] ¥4

(8) a. The student [who bought the book came to me yesterday].
b. The student [from whom I bought the book came to me yesterday].
c. The student [for whom I bought the book came to me yesterday].
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D&, (B & BT O BIRESIR S T WIS WAEEMET A AATE T HBIC/EN
fo b, (B & BB ORRIES B O IR TE /2D 95 SV I FEFEIE, ARENDIL
SiEEm» CBARENGR T AE I VT I A MNDEETH D T LI OHAERD 2 T EWH[EET
b3 (ZOWbAROTHY, KavF s R ~DOUFER, WEDHERITIRET 2 B 1S L5 EMi £
B, W EBANELY D),

2. BRIEHEHOXRKEEN B REORERNFENDEBEIN S TTREN

TokHIT, L, HBEEBITBV TR S OHERITHRAT L 2o ZrallEMRETASERAL L 4
W (L) dnsTed, 20FENE (B 23772 0FHETHZ LV T LD
BHHBARARAED b X H It b b, L LEIESREOEE,» SEhNE, W) LIH i
i ORICEBEOREBENH 2 L3S TLEZTABVOTREBVWEL P, EWHDH, TO
HERIRAFE O3 W FABMET O AL O AT > W TId, HABSMEMER SIS ORI E M N
5 [FHHER] OFHETHD, —HOFEEPKEMTOKRICENRI R [FMATER] oF
ETHHEVIHEELAEZBICANBINRBELBVWEEZONLINSTH S, THbLE, B
ThHHENLIERSN, ZDORICZ DHEDRGENIHHEICIE, ToHTHBGEICLL
NCERICZ OBREBHER L LTV EEIONDZDTH S, FIAE, [AEECEV] Thh
W, £9 FaERBEC) WO HENEE SN b I TEHW] EWIEBEBABENIDTH 515,
o [fW] 2 TRz ] LV o e OMRMESKBIGR MR ZF->Tuwisd s, WH
DOBHRIIES ICB#E S 5h 5,

EEE, FHBERTH APEE, BEEICBVTIE, FELo (5) OX 5 BEHEIEMEZRE
< RRALT B,

(9) a. [M LIZfTHREV] 2<w—Y 4y
b. [REE * WiEr ] CM
TV 7K F L (D)
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c. 3 o X 7}
F L T W T (o)
(10) a. [EABINEE T SNhic] 2B
b. R B 2Kk HFh ] Rz

ol

] CM

=R ans Kv3 Bl (@) 7
c. [Ed38] dodxd & wo} s CUBI A=y
28K Bl % LiF Shi (o) 7

(1D a. [zl gu
b. [ & B b
< o (o) "u
c. [E37] & = =1 WA
B 2 B (@ gu
(12) a. [Brcvwa—t—2RATWE] BEIIZWT -
b. a0 (e KRk {OI=1A
tz12¢ fRATWVS Bizvwa—e— () B
¢ AL AY E "z I = 1 o474 & Edoly
W a—kt— & fRAT W3 (®) B % kol
(13) a. ZFIEF [ANTLE -] REICBEETEE -
b. £F [fElCZE Bl Okt Bl Huk
ZER AxTLE-K (0) X 1T FES B
c. A7 ¥ (b3 voagwd] Az o mALE & FowA
ZE 3 ANT LE-k X i« & v EE
(14) a. [z pFEobhiv] HESEAICT S ITDHED TV

b. [HEHEAE Pl s R &I ¥ H
W hESYh NIV (D) B 9 -1 HyTwik SHEA I
c. [& FEA K8} =1 HEg & oEE 9 % Hojda At

whrtsh Bobhhisw (o)  HA  SEA T ToIFD H»T Wiz

—HOYGEOLGEMEITE, $FEHE LT, FHE @%Q%ﬁhTén Z0RIz, £0B
5EDEGHET BHENBRONZ DI THE 10, MEOBRRHER LI BEEEZ N5,
PIZE, GRAVIDHAAIFS) LV HENS, K, a9 7, lﬁ 15 EREVENRP T D
B8, CERD Vo oI ERE) WUETS) GE-Th o) MEALEE - BN
MESN, GRAVINTIET) EVWHHTORELFNTHENE LFEZICL W, 2%, [
J—=a b ] EVSETERENZ LD, Tat—%/ ] OIETERINZIEZSH, E51ICHEFD
BENEE W2 T BT NEVWEEZONBEDTH b, HE-T, FEBREMOSHEICEWVT
13, EHHREOSTEITIN, XRITERE L 2 GRlEMEHAR I LP T VWb EEZ 5N b,

e icHAZEICBWTR (HELBLOII 2=y —va v ]| BPEETHE LN, SEck
5332 —vark, CLASELLTERIHALBVWILICODVWTOELPEETHS LT
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FZIFMichd s HEFEE OFETH, HEFLHKFONEEZR—MBATICHER L s niE
BoWwEEnd, Bl-T, THLEETIVFIRAMIOEEIBOLTIE, RoTWwb I ENEL
FHist, (K3 v57 27 A PDFRBICBVTREGEMNICZINSNE I EHMZ W) [HRE] 3 &R
W] L LCIFEMICZIIINS NS (Samovar et al.2007),

ok, BEENITHERE @@%%ﬁutm&%zt@mttbﬁép& »B0IE, [Pk

WK 2 BT R BRINICIR N & NI WERINE ORI S &, i GRED oL~
LVTHEI>TWAEZETHD, Thd, EIRPA b =3I —EHE V- ERH, TR8bEFE
DLNWIZHNTOWBED DD 5 EBHENLTHS D,

UL LS5, BRBICBWT, B & B oRRI K E < URITIRE S 2 £ 5 1547
EEREISEK D LD DE, £DOHAFEORE > EHHRER & WO HENEEIC X - T, LWbIZYER
WKAMREICIE > TV B S REVEZEZ SN, HEREFC LV HFFRICK > TOAERI NP
KTRBVWEEDLDNEDOTH B,

3. EBEMFRICEORMESNZHEXGT VX TR R GEOBERB/PTRHENOERESN
S FTREM:
xic, biLLRBEOBGE, S, it~ (1) OHIGERBOEVITSOWTHEATAL

W

(1) a. By the time food came, I got drunk.
b. BYIMBSHTL 201, Br-iX5->TLE -7, ()

ek kS5 (la) (1b) EbIKE CHEEZFHOVTVWRICHEEDL ST, HEEBEHIOWRENIIET
FEEE G T v 2), HAGETEIBEREE BT 2) EVH5E0WNRHEH, Thico\T
b, BBIMICHEZEZ TV S, L EBMICHIr N TV AHEEOHICHAZBE VTRV TL
B, EVOFEEO L NVOFENWTIRIE L, FEIEED SMHARNNCTH: Ul & 5 aTRENE % f54
L, 31bE, AARGEICBVLTE, EEPEMrN TV HEOTICHAEZBEIsET0E (A
DIAALTWS) 6, THTE] ORbDIC THHTL 3] LVHERFAZHVTVED TR,
MIRINZ Z DI L g s NI 0w I CoEXAPERESN TV S, THbLLRFHOXM I,
S HIIC L > CCOEABBIRENh TV B L WS AIREETH %,

AAGECTIE, MEEETE FH% [H1] %] V- TR’ CES O&)@iﬁu,ﬁﬁﬁ®
%7%@,I%@%?%ﬁﬂi%uki@ﬁ$$féof% ﬁ%@t%%giﬁfﬁ<:
TERV, TROLERBEHORELHT T V2 TEMC LB TERVDOTH 5, H%L(ww
IR &SI, WEEE, EHORITMEENE BITRKOHRETH-TDH, TNHEEBICH
FEERE Sk, IEREE GRRE) T 2LidTER W,
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15 a. *BNYNHTEENIC, B-iE5-TLE -7
b * E—UVHTL 3%, BWEEXLEL & Do

L LRSS, Thid, [Hi] ® [l v kEMOESICEGOEITH D, MARE, PIT
Dk (16) ~ (19) LA, HEH L EHioFHEILIcAEZOHKFETH I, wInd,
EEEHIOFERELZAN T Y AT T v X THF T ENTE B,

(16) a. WEH, A%ZFHATOLBIH, BbLAVHEIIKDEOV,
b. =HATOLE
(A7) a. FZERITHAEL TWARI, 395 WK - 72,
b. =AEL TR
(18) a. &H, vy Ttz {HE, ¥ THEE - 7,
b. =17 - 7§l
(THE1995" © 227 FgnsEe)

(19) a. [COHEFETHLrEVE] £, 2y b E2H Y dIfinicnEE-Tu0nEd,
b. [COFETHLELS] £, Ty rE2ES Y vifunicvnEBE-TtunEd,
(B)111986'7 : 18 F i EE)

COXHITHGOEADRETH D, TodhS5—HERINLTWE0H S, Thid, HEOD
HICREBRE L LTADIAATIRA TV EVWHFFHIHDO S D AOEHEIIMIN TSI D EEX
5T LEBHRETH A D, I LI, TUMRTHNT v 2TH D (16) ~ (20) KB 5 a DIEK
TORBICR AN H 5D THNE, BREREFED Gk L ~uvTto) HEOHRA LN
ZO X O BEEIPERE IR AN D 2 EFA 506 LMK,

Lo LBEns, 2oz d [0 © [#H]) SV BRI BN - TITGER, ds v 2T
OREHWHFSNBOIRTHY, £HTHLE 5, EHITHEZ TOL I BEEICIEZ TV
L0, FOEADBHLEOEBOH O HEANN—LTWET LI D (S ETDOZEMELFEEED
FEaERLThB),

T, 5, [H1 ® [ PO ICHET 2ENGShEZOTHA I D, TIITWE, T
NS DFEA)S, ZERIII ISR SRR ISR £ OFER AR L CEaiEicd 3 b s,
MRT % T2 OX 5 ICREEREZ R ITHENOL CIF, T OHMBRIBRRHEK VS D%,
&0 BRI 2RI SRS ¥ T & 7o, PR, HAREBAFHMICL 2L, [ (7 )]
i, bEbd& B ook ThsEanTEy, B ofEREF 7 &) ++F W] TH
5Ll NEH B, e ERICR, <BOH><ETHARHI>OETHVWLNEXSITED,
D%, BT TRL, Yol s, Bick S WEKR, EYFIERIC SR I B &
I o, SHIFEET, B FERNGESRZERSTVERICELTCOHsNE L5 1
5, TOEITAE, TH] LT, %] EVWHETIHTOAE LT, THELIEFEX
DA B D A E KT E VS LS 1T, XFICEBFEANINEL BT EITK 5,

&S BEERIcEAsNE, [HE&] OB ALS, PIA LT OME, ZERIIC by
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B bIRIR T X 2 L3 WHEAN L THEL L EEZ BOMROEHRTHA ST,

QD) a. FAA YNy IRERNIT MIT, N T FHE - TR,
b. M Z > 727 T, JKAEE - TV 5,

LT, BETIERR, L0EEEoTo0ERELTEADPTL L EWSEE L%
iAo BZECEANDE, FioeREoBEIcEET 2 Fidok 5% b &) oMk, 20
BRI HEOREE - T [BEE+DH & T—oERE L TEOHEEMLT S & EAK
BT EEVAZDTREVESS NS,

[RI oEGBEN AL VTR, FBOBENPMBETH ), I TEELOR, L
HOLH)IEHEOHNEERE L L GEROIGESEC D, BT REL LI - LETHlT
LT EMBRIRER s EVWIAFEEEZE I N, O [2FZ2 ] THhbE] LVWHIREIT>VT
1F, BHEO VAV TOFEBNTHEEESRKMENTVEEEZ L LDI1E, SEEHROLNLT
O EBZ I HBERLEEEDNEEWS T ETH S,

I AARGEDOMHS 7 v 22Vl E A 1d, SZOFREOERESICHAEZREL TV 3,
LIRS B ENTRETH B L HITHA B, UL, T vy 22HORiE LMl v 2%
AW E R EWENL LI WGEN DI, Hic [2FA2 ] [hbds] HEDXIiT, HEF v
2R LTVBEEZONBENTOAHEEROEINARETH 2 5510id, ThosoERBEX (H
REOMEH) 5, LT LLEHOL 0 HFPFENTH S, Lm0 ELRETERVOTIE
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b. ESOE W~ v x v AR 5 EFETH - 1o, (7th 12006 : 195)
i R TRFEDKR « HAGEDKAE), HABOE LMz, 2006

E2 TRIFEY]EVSERICE > TZOEBEEMEVED, TOLIBILEERTE2bDOTEOLEAAIK N,

3 Samovaretal. (2007) T, HAZEESI V77 2 MEORIGVEFL SN S,

4 We might say that English speakers tend to over specify verbal content whereas Japanese speakers
tend to underspecify verbal content. (Hinds 1986: 26)
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