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The image of domestic help as seen in the novels of Natsume Soseki

With a focus on I am a Cat and Botchan

moK ERT
Michiko SHIMIZU

Abstract

This paper examines the image of domestic help among the urban middle class as seen in
two typical novels of Natsume Soseki’s early period, I am a Cat (1905-06) and Botchan (1906).
The term used in both of these works is gejo (maidservant), not jochu (domestic help).

Osan, the maidservant who appears in I am a Cat, is depicted as an unthinking, violent
type. In contrast, Kiyo, the maidservant seen in Botchan, is depicted as a faithful servant
who loved her master blindly. While at first glance these appear to be contrasting
depictions, each is a typical example of the image of domestic help at that time. Another
commonality between these two works is the fact that in each case the maidservant’s
employer, although highly educated, lives a life of a white-collar worker that could hardly
be described as wealthy.
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