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The effects of a nearby murder case on residents’ anxiety

and crime prevention’s cognition
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Abstract

This study examined the effect of a neighbouring murder case on risk perception,
anxiety about crime, and concerns about crime prevention. A volunteer crime prevention
group in Kakogawa city, where a little girl murder occurred in October 2007 was examined.
This case involved the stabbing of a victim in front of her home, which has remained
unsolved. The investigation involved five cities in Hyogo prefecture. In Kakogawa city and
other cities, the anticrime activity was active. There were 361 volunteers involved in the
survey. 130 are women while 231 are men and the average age is 67.3 years old. The survey
results indicated that the volunteers in Kakogawa had higher perceptions than the
volunteers in other cities in 1) recognizing that the public peace has worsened; and 2) feeling

of anxiety for the increased in crimes. .
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