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Possibility of SNS as a measure for activating

the regionality of a shopping center

Katsuhiro Saitoh
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Abstract

Nowadays the decline of shopping streets in various areas has become remarkable. There
are internal and external reasons for this. The internal reason lies in the decline of
competition within the shopping area itself. The external reasons include competition from
supermarkets and suburban GSM, as well as intermediate competition from new, nearby
shopping areas. Under these circumstances, it is concluded that an active regional
development and maintenance policy is important for the survival of shopping streets. The
goal of this research is to clarify the relationship between social network services (SNS) and
regions. Up until now, shopping streets had developed into places where locals interacted,
exchanged information, and represented the spirit and climate of a region’s ever-changing

economic, cultural, and historic elements. All of these created a loyalty towards the region.
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As a complement to the shopping street’s response to the changing nature of regionalism,
the diffusivity, and database, network and communication functions of an SNS can be

effective.
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