PHPEEIBASEIIFEACE. 5135, 20124F, 156—25

(AN | ITEST 5 W
—FEbIEL NS -

“Oni” in the story of “Yomigatari”

—from folk tales for children —
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Abstract

In Japanese folk tales, there appears a variety of “non-human beings”. They include
“Tengu”, “Kappa”, “Orochi” and “Oni”. Above all, “Oni,” as has been told, means fear.
While some stories of “Oni” are told in several areas, some other stories are told in specific
areas. In order to utilize such folk tales in education, “Yomigatari” has been re-edited.
Although in most cases, stories of “Yomigatari” are categorized subject to a basis, in some
cases same stories are categorized differently. It is considered that as the educational
contents purposed to tell children are different, the categories are also different. “Oni” has
been told as “beings to be avoided” or “beings to be wiped out” for a long time. But in
reaction to globalization in recent years, the messages expressed through “Oni” have been

”

changed to “Let’s accept diversity” and/or “Let’s think of opponent’s situation”. In the

future, “Oni’s” role will keep changing as long as it exists.
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