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An overview of current studies on the prevention of juvenile
delinquency and directions for future research

— A review of Japanese and American juvenile delinquency research —
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Abstract

I reviewed Japanese and American studies on restraining juvenile delinquents and ex-
plored which parts of the studies were well discussed and which were not. I classified the lit-
eratures into four groups along two axes. One axis classified studies into those on individu-
al characteristics of juveniles and studies on the relationship between the individual and his
or her environment. The other axis classified them into studies on analyzing juvenile delin-
quencies and practical studies on restraining delinquencies.

I found that the paradigm of the studies on risk assessment differs from the paradigm
of those on restraining delinquencies.

In my opinion, practical studies on strengthening the ties between delinquents’ families

and the community are necessary, because social bonds help rehabilitate delinquents.
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