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Images of Housemaids from the End of the Taisho Era to the Pre-war
Years of the Showa Era as Depicted in the Novels of Nobuko Yoshiya
With a focus on “Mittsu no Hana [Three Flowers]” and “Otto no Teiso [A Hushand’s Chastity]”
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Abstract

This work discusses the images of housemaids in homes of the urban middle class based
on the novels by Nobuko Yoshiya, a novelist who was active for over half a century from
the latter part of the Taisho Era until the period of high economic growth in the Showa
Era. Yoshiya left numerous works in the areas of stories for young girls and popular
fiction, but the texts examined here are two full-length novels in magazines or newspapers:
“Mittsu no Hana [Three Flowers]” (Shojo Kurabu, 1926) and “Otto no Teiso [A Husband’s
Chastity]” (Tokyo-Nichinichi-Shimbun, Osaka-Mainichi-Shimbun, 1936-37).

These two novels both depict a cordial master and servant relationship between
mistresses and their housemaids. These depictions reflected the readership of the novels, i.e.

the perceptions of women employing housemaids (images of ideal housemaids). In addition,
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both novels also deal with social issues of the time like “disuse of housemaids” and “night

school attended by housemaids.”
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