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Shin-Isset in America

— A Study of Post-war Japanese Immigrants in Los Angeles—
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Abstract

With a great advancement of Japanese economy and technology, a new wave of U.S.
immigration by Japanese called Shin-Issei (new first-generation) rushed ashore after the
1970’s. This study is a preliminary study on the acculturation of Shin-Isseis in the Greater
Los Angeles area by individual telephone interviews. The subjects are 50 Japanese immi-
grants (20 years of age or older) who were born in Japan and moved to the U.S. as adults (18
years or older).

Based on the results, the following characteristics concerning the cultural assimila-
tion of Shin-Isseis in Los Angeles were drawn: 1) They are not fully assimilated into the U.S.
society, living mostly within their own social and cultural boundaries. 2) They tend to have
favorable impressions and opinions on various issues related to the U.S. 3) They have unfa-

vorable impressions and opinions on various issues related to Japan, but are proud of their
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Japanese ethnicity and maintain ties with their culture and people by actively using infor-
mational media and transportation.

Despite the fact that these recent comers are surrounded by first-hand American
culture with less language barriers compared to those of Issei (the pre-war immigrants),
their acculturation patterns to American culture is rather second-handed. Namely, their
process of acculturation to the U.S. is carefully filtered through their pre-immigration

cultural identity unlike Issei who had gone through more abrupt acculturation processes.
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