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The Present State of Child and Family Welfare Policy in the Osaka-Kobe Area

From a survey of attitudes toward child abuse among residents of Ashiya City
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Abstract

Previously we described the relation between child abuse prevention networks and
counseling organizations in Ashiya City and Amagasaki City, defining the role of the city as
that of a platform, and discussed the expectation that network formation would be centralized.
Now we have conducted a survey of residents of Ashiya City who are raising children, to examine
awareness of child abuse and attitudes toward a sense of burden in parenting. In order for

regional networks promoted by cities such as associations for children in care to be organically
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activated, the residents’ awareness of child abuse will have to be increased. However, the results
of our survey showed child-raising and dealing with anxieties about it are handled in the family
or individually, and almost no one among those who commit child abuse or are liable to use the
consultation services in the child abuse prevention network. In conclusion, we found that it is
necessary to examine means of support that can simply release parenting stress that occurs in the

course of life.
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