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Abstract
In this paper, child rearing support activities with the cooperation of the whole community
will be considered, using the example of the“Hito-no-me no kakine-tai”(Fence of people’s
eyes) project in Miki City, Hyogo Prefecture. In June 2004, citizens of Miki City started a
program to watch school children going home from school in an effort to protect them from
crimes. Their combined efforts evolved into a citizens’ volunteer organization called the
“Hito-no-me no kakine-tai.” Since June 2005, the volunteers have continued keeping an
eye on children by greeting them and patrolling the neighborhood. Approximately 1,000 citizens
are currently members of the “Hito-no-me no kakine-tai.” Their unique activities involving
the whole community have drawn public attention, and they receive constant inquiries from
other municipalities. The process of how the “Hito-no-me no kakine-tai” program was
inaugurated as a volunteer community organization as well as its activities for the one and
a half year since then will be introduced. Thereafter the future direction of the project and

its activities will be considered.
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