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Transition of the Ekiden(road relay) Recording System

(Development of Recording System for Ekiden (road relay) Races)
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Abstract

Today, the general public can enjoy watching many sports events on TV by following
the progress of games and the records of teams’ performance as well as the results of games
and events on a real time basis.

Information on the conditions of teams and the records of athletes can be obtained
in advance, but in order to promptly announce to the press on the situation of ongoing
games and events that change from time to time, like marathon and Ekiden races, and on
their officials lap time as well, it is necessary to establish a well-organized management
system of athletic events. This system should never fail.

The method of processing records and information on Ekiden races has undergone
changes: from the age of calculating by hand or Japanese abacus of ‘soroban’ in the 1950s-
1960s, to the time of calculating by pocket calculator, and to the period of calculating by
computer. The method of collecting and carrying records and information has also developed:
from the time of carrying them by person to the time of using communication machines
and equipment. In parallel with the development of computer machines and systems, the
method of transmitting information and the method of computing records have combined
to create a comprehensive system that would help general citizens deepen their understanding
of Ekiden races by releasing information through TV.

The operation method of athletic events has developed to such an extent as described
above thanks to cooperation between news media and organizations running individual athletic
events held under the auspice of the Japan Association of Athletics Federation, This paper
deals with the synergy effects of sport management endeavors of these kinds that play a

role to improve the environment of sports in our society.
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