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Abstract
Although Japanese professional baseball has been referred to as “the national sport”
forsometime, it mustgenerate profits to be called “professional.” However, Japan’s professional
baseball structurally lacks a profit-generating system. Baseball had first originated in the
United States, then, had been introduced to our country and has been built up to its present -
day success. As one foreign player has put it, “there is another type of baseball in Japan,”
the Japanese baseball differs from the Major League in many aspects; in terms of technique
and the team’s management. Firstly, the difference between the American “baseball” and
the Japanese “baseball,” or “yakyu” in Japanese, can be traced to their origin. The American
“baseball” first started as a game for adults after work in the 1840’s. Then, in 1869, the
first professional baseball club, the Red Stockings, was founded in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
National League was established in 1876 and since then, it has developed into professional
baseball. On the other hand, the Japanese “baseball” or “yakyu,” has its beginnings in
1872, when Horace Wilson, an American English teacher at the forerunner of Tokyo University
(the “Daiichi Daigaku-ku Dai-ichiban Chugakko”), taught baseball to the students. Viewed
from the perspective of team management, in contrast to the American ”baseball” that have
evolved as a professional sport, the Japanese counterpart, or the “pro-yakyu,” which have
developed as an amateur sport, in particular, as a means of education, has issues to be
reformed. I have reflected on how the management of J apénese professional baseball should
be carried out; how it can be supported by many fans as “the national sport” in the future,
what measures should be taken to generate profits as a professional sport, entertainment,

and business.
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