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How Senior Citizens Support Child - Rearing ?

— From the Survey in the City of Kakogawa —
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Abstract

In this papaer, child care support by senior citizens will be considered, taking as an
example, “Niko-niko Open Room”, implemented in Kakogawa City. In Kakogawa, the
Cild Care Consultation Center held a course of lectures for child care support volunteers
in 2001. The target of the course was citizens sixty years old or older, with those finishing
the course starting work as staff of the Niko-niko Open Room. Since April 2002, twice
amonth, the Niko-niko Open Room has provided infants and their parents with opportunities
of various activities. The activities are joined in by dozens of parent-child pairs each time,
and have had acquired favorable reputation. Through this example, this papaer will clearly
explain the significance of senior citizens’ participation in child care as Volﬁnteers, as well

as give suggestions as to the direction child care support should be headed.
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