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Abstract

This paper examines the situations of live-in maids based on two social surveys conducted
in Tokyo and Yokohama in the 1930’s.

Many live-in maids were unmarried women(from late teens to early 20s) from rural
areas where they received an elementary-level education. Most of them were introduced
to the job by relatives and acquaintances, and few of them got it through public and
nongovernmental job centers. Only a small number of them were employed to engage in
specialized tasks, and most were all-rounders doing any kind of work at all around the
house. Less than half had regular days off. Even if nonworking days were stated, they
were irregular in many cases.

Comparing the situations of maids with those of factory girls, although their age and
educational backgroud were similar, workig conditions differed a lot. For example, less
than 1% of maids got monthly wages of 30 yen or more, while almost half the factory girls
earned that amount. Holidays for factory girls were fixed monthly, and most of them had
days off every or every other week. Moreover, most factory girls worked out of financial
necessity to support their households or to live independently. In the case of maids, however,
for the majority the reasons for working were to prepare for marriage, to learn manners
and housework.

“The apprenticeship is a preparation period for marriage.”S'ince the job of maid was
widely described like this, girls endured work with low wages and no days off. This is

a point we must not forget when considring the situation of housemaid in Japan.
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