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Modification of the Image of Jochu (housemaid) in the 1950’s and 60’s :

Focusing on the projects “Occupational Training for Housekeeping Service”
and “Home Help Training Program”
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Abstract

This paper examines the image of jochu (housemaid) in Japan in the 1950’s and 60’s,
with a focus on two projects: “Occupational Training for Housekeeping Service”and “Home
Help Training Program” .

As the chaos after the World War 1 started to abate, the supply of jocku in urban
areas again fell behind demand. To address such a severe shortage of housemaids, the
Ministry of Labor initiated a project to train professional housekeepers and dispatched them
to households who needed extra hands. In 1956, the Public Occupational Training Center
for Housekeeping Service was established in Shinjyuku,Tokyo. It was a facility where
women(such as widows)could acquire the knowledge and and technique necessary for
housekeeping services, including housekeeper and housemaid, in a short period of time.
Similarly the Home Help Training Program started in 1960 to train people to be dispatched
by companies to the homes of workers whose wives were ill or pregnant. Both projects
were aimed not only at alleviating the shortage of housemaids, but also at creating jobs
for middle-aged women who had difficulty in obtaining jobs.

These projects have raised the status of jocku as an occupation, and created an image
that housekeeping service is a job for middle-aged women. During the years of steep economic
growth, live-in housemaids, which used to be one of the major jobs for girls from rural
areas, were replaced by housekeepers and homehelpers, commuting jobs for middle-aged

women.
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