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How Do Kindergarten and Day Nursery Teachers Observe Symptoms of Autism

Spectrum Disorder in Young Children in Japan?
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Abstract

In recent years, understanding and supporting “concerned” pre-school children has become an important
issue. Most of these children appear to have neurodevelopmental disorders (NDs), but we do not yet have
enough evidence. Therefore, we conducted an online fact-finding survey in four areas: Prefecture A, City B,
City C, and City D. The survey items included the number of children of concern, the number of children
diagnosed, behavior of concern, knowledge and attitudes regarding NDs, and opinions on improving expertise.
The participants included 590 teachers, or interventionists in kindergartens, day nurseries (DNs), early
childhood education centers (ECECs) and daycare center. In kindergarten, DNs and ECECs, the proportion of
children with special needs was 8.9%, of which 3.2% had been diagnosed. The behaviors of concern are largely
related to NDs. Many teachers and childcare workers need training programs and social services for children
with NDs. Currently, infant health checkups and social services are not focused on NDs, but only on
intellectual disabilities. We need to develop not only specialized training programs but also support systems

for NDs.



