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An Investigation into Textbooks and Teacher’s Manuals in Japanese Primary Scholls:

Focusing on their Sound Materials and Instructions
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0 Sounds and letters \

of the alphabet (3) ¥
Let's learn the olphabet.

@ Together with the audie, have students say the.
letters.in order while follawing slong with their
finger,

@ Together with the audio, have students sing ABG

FILIFRY ~

ABC Song [Lyrics]

“ABCDEFG,

HIJKLMNOP,

QRS, TUV,

WX, Y, and Z.

MNow I know my ABC’s

Next time won't you sing with me?

A little faster!

"Repeat

Alphabet Jingle [Script]

A, a, a, apple
B, b, b, banana
C, c. ¢, cot

D. d, d, dog

E, e e egg
F, 1, 1, fish
G, g, 9. gorilla
H, h, h, hat
L i, i, ink
i sioud ho Enalch s you kg
B a8 CHELE S ] J,ji jr jump
K, k, k, king
L. 11, lemon
M, m, m, milk
N, n, n, notebook
0, o, o, octopus
P, p. p. pencil
Q, q, g, queen
R, 1, r, rabbit
S, s, s, soccer
T, 1, . tiger
U, u, u, umbrella

‘Song whie following along with their finger.

@ Sing the aiphabet jingle together with the audio.
Tak 10 the students about whothe ther
they know in the ilustrations.

Language materials

Vecabulary  People (king, queen), Foods (egg), Drink (milk), Fruit and
vegetables (opple, banana, lemen), Clothes (hat),
Things around Me (box, ink, notebook, pencil, umbrella,
watch), In Town (yacht, z00), Animals and Others (cat,
dog, fish, gorilla, octopus, rabbit, figer), Activities
(jump), Sports (soccer, volleyball)

V, v, v, volleyball
W, w, w, watch
X, %, %, box

Y, y, v, yacht
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Abstract
This paper aims to investigate the teaching of English sounds in Japanese elementary schools using seven authorized
textbooks (2018-2023) and their attached teaching materials including CDs and DVDs, short movies, or sounds on the web. The
results show that teaching materials vary widely in the description of advice for teachers to teach English sounds, i.e., which is of
no use to them. Moreover, sound materials have recorded the wrong rhythm at a slow speed, which does not give support not
only to the teachers but also to the schoolchildren. All textbooks focus onthe alphabet, but they pay little attention
to the articulation of each letter. Finally, the authors offer the opinion conceming the editors of the authorized textbooks and

publishers to consider sound teaching, especially teaching pronunciation when they make new textbooks.
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