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Abstract

Many surveys have pointed out that Japan's research ability has declined in recent years, highlighting
the urgent need for international career development for researchers. Research has focused on the
individual learning process and mutual support in the workplace. However, to help ensure the adaptation of
researchers and the support of their surroundings, studies need to elucidate the mutual adaptation process
between the individual and the surroundings. Therefore, in this study, qualitative data were collected
from 18 expatriate researchers and analyzed using a modified grounded theory approach. A total of 47
concepts were generated, and the core category “environment of capabilities” emerged. Depending on how
researchers consider the workplace to be a place to demonstrate their abilities (suppression/development/
exertion), the approach to (supported/supported/strategy) and from their surroundings (cross-border power)
changed. In the discussion, we show the differences and novelty from the existing theory and present

suggestions for human resource development in research institutes.
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