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Social Works of Jyochu (housemaid) in the Interwar Period of Japan
:Focusing on the activities of the Aikoku fujin kai
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Abstract

This paper examines social works related to jyochu (housemaid) organized between the two World Wars, focusing on the
activities of the Aikoku fujin kai (the Patriotic Women’s Association) , the biggest of the pre-war women’s groups.

In the 1920’s, as the shortage of housemaids in urban areas became acute, the issue drew public attention. The Aikoku fujin
kai founded “Girls’ Night School”, with courses designed for training housemaids. It also opened special lodgings to
accommodate women who came to the capital from the provinces, as well as offering consultation and employment assistance.

In the 1930’s, the migration to the city was caused by the impoverishment of rural communities due to bad harvest. The
Aikoku fujin kai launched projécts for girls in rural communities, lent them money and helped them find jobs to prevent their
being sold into prostitution. Alongside these activities, the Association fouded “Housemaid Training School” to teach the
manners required of urban housemaids and the basics of housekeeping. The Association also organized a mutual aid society to

promote their welfare.
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