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Abstract

Among Japan's cabinet-led policy making in the 2010s, this paper focuses on the cases of the free education
policy and the research and development policy in the field of higher education. The free education policy was
realized in the following order: high school, early childhood education, and higher education, led by the Democratic
Party, the New Komeito, and the Liberal Democratic Party, respectively. In the era when non-regular employment
accounted for about 40% of all employees, the conventional method of paying for a part of household education
expenses to the public has become less effective. It seems that the government started to reproduce human resources
with public funds. The research and development policy aimed to expand into an innovation policy, and was
conceived by the Democratic Party and the Liberal Democratic Party. The latter realized it and strengthened the
Cabinet Office. A fund of 10 trillion yen is currently being prepared to support universities. High-risk research and
development aimed at revolutionary innovation has the inherent possibility of failure. However, avoiding the risk of
failure will reduce the innovativeness and make the policy meaningless. The policy development based on this

premise is expected.



