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Abstract

Using acoustic analyses, this paper aims to investigate the gap between phonetic notation and English sounds in electronic
dictionaries, and make recommendations to the dictionary makers in Japan. A total of eleven electronic dictionaries, containing
different levels such as elementary, intermediate, advanced and professional, were chosen. The results revealed that it was
desirable for electronic dictionaries to play both American and British sounds and all the phonetic notations should be played in
transcription order. The results also showed that there was a big gap between phonetic transcription and kana-transcription, which
should be removed in elementary-level dictionaries. Finally, some improvements for the electrical dictionaries in accordance with

technical innovation were recommended to manufacturers.



