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Student learning in pediatric nursing practice from health education
at a nursery school
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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the learning obtained by nursing students in pediatric nursing practice
through health education at a nursery school. The subjects were 38 third-year nursing students.
Analysis of the free descriptions of health education before and after nursery school practice resulted
in the extraction of three aspects that students wanted to learn prior to the practice: clues on how to
relate to children, ways to relate to children, and nursing according to the growth and development of
children. Six aspects were extracted from students’ learning after the practice: innovative drawing to
attract children’s interest, innovative methods to help children concentrate, innovative methods to
encourage children’s comprehension, understanding children’s unimaginable abilities, important
aspects when interacting with children, and the experience of being shaken by children’s reactions.

Students in pediatric nursing practice require support that (a) motivates them to learn, (b) helps
them apply their learning from nursery school practice to hospital practice, and (c) promotes health
education at the preparatory stage so that they can accept and positively interpret children’s reactions
and face children with a sense of peace and calmness. Furthermore, health education in nursery
school practice deepens students’ understanding of children and encourages them to grow as

caregivers.
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