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For a Comparative Sociology of the “Reality” of Special Effects

: Sorting out points of Plastic Reality (Turnock, 2015)
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Koki MANABE

Abstract

As a stepping stone to develop a comparative sociological study of the "reality" of special
effects, this article sorts out points of Plastic Reality: Special Elftfects, Technology, and the
FEmergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics by dJulie Turnock. This book discusses the
aesthetics of special effects in big-budget commercial feature films, known as blockbusters, in
the post-1970s era. Three main issues are discussed in this paper: 1) the technical and
industrial context and aesthetics of blockbuster films, 2) storytelling and the provision of visual
experiences, and 3) the aesthetics of stop motion animation.

From the late 1960s to the 1970s the technology that the author calls “optical animation”
was developed, and naturalism was favored. These factors influenced the aesthetics of special
effects, with “photorealism” and “kineticism” as elements. In Star Wars and Close Encounters
of the Third Kind, these elements are combined to visually construct a movie world. On the
other hand, while stop motion animation is no longer mainstream due to the new aesthetics of
special effects, its “not-too-realism” is uniquely suited to accomplished storytelling.

These findings make this book an essential reference for studies of the aesthetics of
Japanese special effects. In addition, comparing the two aesthetics of special effects could also

raise important sociological issues.
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