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Blues and Japanese Rock
A Study on the Reception of Western Music from the 1950s to the 1980s

T
Junichi NAGAI

Abstract

This paper reviews the reception of blues in Japanese rock history and discusses the unique
Japanese view of rock and blues. Blues is regarded as one of the roots of rock along with country
and western, folk, and skiffle. However, it would be inappropriate to apply the same picture to
rock music in Japan as in the U.S. and Britain. In Japan, there was a blues boom in the 1970s
that came after rock music. It was discovered in the process of pursuing "real rock".

In this analysis, Jason Toynbee's discussion of "creativity" in popular music production is
instructive. Based on the literature and documents, this paper analyzes how the blues was
selected from various musical fragments and incorporated into Japanese rock in each period,
focusing on New-rock in the 1960s, Kansai-blues in the 1970s, and Mentai-rock in the 1980s.
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