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Frances Evelyn Greville, Countess of Warwick (1861-1938): the philosophy and 
practice of women’s agricultural and horticultural education  

*

Setsu TACHIBANA 

Abstract 
This paper is concerned with life history/life geography of the Countess of Warwick, Frances 

Evelyn Greville (1861-1938), also known as ‘Daisy’. Lady Warwick’s life was a paradox: her 
luxuriant aristocratic lifestyle was increasingly at odds with her conversion to socialism from 
around 1905, and the left-wing political activity that she undertook for the rest of her life. This 
paper looks at three different landscapes with which Lady Warwick was closely associated: Easton 
Lodge, Warwick Castle and Studley Castle. This paper then focuses on Lady Warwick’s philosophy 
and practice in relation to women’s agricultural and horticultural education. She opened the Lady 
Warwick Hostel in Reading in 1898, before developing Lady Warwick’s College at Studley Castle 
in 1903. The college offered a high standard of horticultural practical training and education for 
women. Finally, this paper introduces the Japanese student, Taki Handa, who studied at Lady 
Warwick College from 1906 to 1908. The paper evaluates how Lady Warwick’s horticultural school 
contributed to the establishment of a new female branch of the horticulture profession concerned 
with ‘the lighter branches of agriculture’. 
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