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An Educational Perspective on Studies of Intangible Cultural Heritage: 
With a Focus on the Concept of Practical Intelligence 

Takuya SHIMIZU 

Abstract  
This paper provides a new perspective on studies of Chinese intangible cultural heritage by 

focusing on the educational concept of practical intelligence.  
People’s Republic of China is a country that diametrically reversed its cultural policy of 

destruction and exclusion of traditional cultures during revolutionary period to their protection and 
transmission in the post-revolutionary period. Being influence by UNESCO’s Convention for the 
Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006, China has registered many traditional intangible 
cultures as intangible cultural heritage since the beginning of 21st century and has strengthened 
heritage protection policies. However, there are yet many serious issues of heritage protection and 
transmission because of China’s relative lack of experience.  

Taking the situation into consideration, this paper shows that more attention to the process of 
human resource (bearers of intangible cultural heritage) development should be paid to improve the 
situation. As an anthropological case study, this paper ethnographically examines the example of 
Qin opera, a regional theater in Northwestern China registered as intangible cultural heritage that I 
have researched for the past two decades, to illuminate in details how such an educational 
perspective can be inspiring and meaningful for future research in the field.  
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