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Discourse about the Teacher Education Core Curriculum
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Abstract

This study aims to summarise the discourses of those who support or criticise the introduction of the core
curriculum of the teacher training course, clarify the structure of the curriculum discourse space, and examine the
productive discussions involved in future core curriculum debates. This study elucidates the following elements.

The discourse of supporters can be divided into three categories: the awareness of professors in charge of
teacher training courses and the response of universities, the insufficient response to the needs of schools in
teacher training, and the ambiguity in learning outcomes of students who are the prospective teachers. These
discuss the core curriculum’s function of improving teacher quality.

Conversely, the discourse of critics can be classified into three categories: those concerning the state of
universities, the content of the core curriculum, and the teacher training system. These discuss the dangers of state
control over education through the core curriculum.

The discourse space of the core curriculum comprises the discourse of the supporters and critics as described
above, as well as the discourse of those that do not belong to either faction along with the supporters'
counterarguments against the discourse of the critics. To construct a productive discourse space in the future, it is
necessary for the discussions of both parties to develop in a mutually permeating manner, rather than in a divided
and conflicting manner. Specifically, it is important to discuss the contents of the core curriculum from the
viewpoint of the relationship between the professionalism of teachers and the autonomy of universities, which

touches upon the overall school education system, while making comparisons with other professions.
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