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Abstract

"Oni" who appears in old tales, is generally expressed, saying "growing one or two angles on
the head", "the color of big body is red, blue or black ", "hairy and power being strong ", etc. So
they are imagined as a male in many cases. "Oni" lives in the heart of the mountains and comes
to village. He also kidnaps food, property, and a daughter. Its existence is evil and it is to be
eradicated by human being at the end of the talk.

"Yomigatari" of 47 volumes were edited from 2004 to 2005. Those were reedited to make
practical and educational use for children. In "Yomigatari", female "Oni" slightly appears, and
there are some tales in which “Oni” is not eradicated by human being. While female "Oni" is
appeared as old woman, male "Oni" does not have any relation to his age.

Is there any relation between the sex of "Oni" and the subject of a tale? Is there any
relation between the sex of “Oni” and the contents which should be informed of a child? This
study analyzes how the difference of the sex of "Oni" influences the subject of a tale through

"Yomigatari".



