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Language Acquisition in Early Childhood:
From the Language Structural Analysis of “7The Very Hungry Caterpillar’
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Abstract

Eric Karl's picture book *“ The Very Hungry Caterpillar ” published in 1969, has been loved for a long
time around the world. This paper analyzes the linguistic structure of the picture book by using seven keywords
extracted from the language acquisition system and verifies why people love this picture book. The extracted
keywords are “discovery, creation, modification, knowing, being similar, assumption, and inference”. As a result,
it is clear that “The Very Hungry Caterpillar ” has some language acquisition elements corresponding to seven

keywords in its language structure.



