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Abstract:

This paper examines the change in the image of Hello Kitty, a white kitten cartoon
character developed by Sanrio Co., Ltd., using as source material the house organ Ichigo Shimbun
launched by Sanrio in April 1975. Hello Kitty first appeared in 1975 as a design used on a clear
plastic wallet for children. Today, 34 years since its debut, the popularity of Hello Kitty has
spread from young people through middle-aged and older people as well, and the character has
spread around the world as a symbol of Japanese popular culture. In addition to proving an
introduction to the changes that have taken place in Hello Kitty's image from the character's birth
through today, this paper examines, from the standpoint of its creators and marketers, how Hello

Kitty has grown to be such a popular character.
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