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How do Newspaper Articles Represent Ethnic Towns:
Case Study of Korea Town in Ikuno-ku, Osaka City

R ' OZ
Hiroyuki YAGI

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze newspaper articles about ethnic towns in
Japanese society. As a representative example of an ethnic town, this study uses "Tkuno Korea
Town" in Ikuno Ward, Osaka City, as a case study. The survey covered articles in the Asahi
Shimbun and the Yomiuri Shimbun. The analysis revealed that the number of newspaper articles
on Tkuno Korea Town increased in the 2000s. In this paper, through text-mining analysis, we
examined the pattern of the words associated with Tkuno Korea Town in the newspapers. As a
result, words that evoke the image of Ikuno Korea Town as a town of Koreans were extracted from
many articles on Ikuno Korea Town. Specifically, they were words related to "multicultural
coexistence" such as Koreans, history of Korea Town, ethnic festivals, and ethnic education. In
addition, words related to tourism, such as shopping streets, food culture, and the Korean boom,
were also found. Noteworthy in the analysis of this paper is Ikuno Korea Town, which appears in
articles on political situations and sporting events. Among them, we found a pattern of newspaper
articles in which "Korean residents in Japan are asked to comment on the political situation in
South and North Korea.
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