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Abstract |

This paper examines the image of the jochu (housemaid) in Japan between the two
World Wars, with a focus on hashutsufu, female temporary workers who were engaged
in household work.

After World War I, urban areas experienced a severe shortage of housemaids.
Housemaids were hard to find,and even when they were find,it was hard to tetain the
empolyment realationship. To address this problem, a system of visiting housekeepers
called hashutsufu, wassetup. In1918, The Visiting Housekeepers’ Society was established
in Yotsuya, Tokyo, and housekeepers were dispatched according to the requirements
of the clients. Though they were paid better than traditonal housemaids, they were hired
only when needed. From the start, hashutsufu was popular, especeially in urban areas
‘as a substitute for a regular housemaid.

Traditonally, being a housemaid meant serving a kind of apprenticeship to learn
manners and housework. However, since hashutsufu had fixed periods of employment
with the agreement on job description and working hours reached beforehand, there was
no sense of apprenticeship. And this move from a master - servant relationship a
contractual
relationship to allowed jochu to make the first step toward being considered a conventional

type of employee.
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