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Abstract

In this study, a survey was conducted for a wide range of age groups. The purpose was
to determine the characteristics of the general public's view of criminal punishments, and
whether there are differences in the view of criminal punishments and determination of the
appropriate sentences by age. Three thousand men and women in their twenties to sixties
participated in the survey. As a result of factor analysis, two factors were extracted
regarding the view of criminal punishments: orientation toward severe punishment and
rehabilitation. The percentage of respondents with a high or low orientation toward severe
punishment and rehabilitation was highest for those with a low orientation toward severe
punishment and a high orientation toward rehabilitation. They were followed by those with
a high orientation toward severe punishment and a low orientation toward rehabilitation,
those with a high orientation toward both, and those with a low orientation toward both.
The results of the analysis of variance showed that there was no difference between the age
groups in terms of their orientation toward severe criminal punishment as well as their
orientation toward rehabilitation, but the older age groups tended to favor lighter
punishment on determination of the appropriate sentences. The reason why the older age
groups tended to favor lighter punishment could be related to the fact that they tend to be

more lenient due to aging.
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